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Culp Elliott & Carpenter, P.L.L.C. is pleased to announce that William R. Culp, Jr., W. Curtis Elliott, Jr. 
John J. “Jody” Carpenter, Christopher E. Hannum, Paul M. Hattenhauer, Mark L. Richardson and 
Benjamin H. Ellis were recently selected by their peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America© 
2018 in the following fields: Corporate Law, Litigation & Controversy – Tax, Litigation – Trusts & 
Estates, Tax Law, Trusts & Estates, and Real Estate Tax Law.  
 
In addition, William R. Culp, Jr. was named the Best Lawyers® 2018 Trusts and Estates “Lawyer of 
the Year” in Charlotte.  W. Curtis Elliott, Jr. was named Best Lawyers® 2018 Litigation and 
Controversy - Tax “Lawyer of the Year” in Charlotte.   
 

Since it was first published in 1983, Best Lawyers has become universally regarded as the definitive 
guide to legal excellence. Best Lawyers is based on an exhaustive peer-review survey. 83,000 
industry leading attorneys are eligible to vote (from around the world).  For the 2018 Edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America, 7.4 million votes were analyzed, which resulted in more than 58,000 
leading lawyers being included in the new edition. Lawyers are not required or allowed to pay a fee to 
be listed; therefore inclusion in Best Lawyers is considered a singular honor.  

Founded in 1982, Culp Elliott & Carpenter, P.L.L.C. is a dynamic law firm serving affluent families, 
business owners, and entrepreneurs.  Clients throughout the Southeast trust Culp Elliott & Carpenter 
to handle their tax, business, estate planning, and real estate matters. 
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